Morris Central School “Away For The Day” Procedure
Effective 2025-2026 School Year

To support a focused and respectful learning environment, Morris Central School will
implement an “Away for the Day” expectation for all personal electronic devices.

Overview:

Students will be expected to turn off all personal electronic devices by 8:10 am and
store them in their assigned lockers. Students in grades PK-5 should leave their devices
at home.

Devices must remain out of sight and unused for the entire school day, from 8:10
am until 2:50 pm.

The first time a student is found using a personal electronic device during the school
day, the device will be secured in the main office for the remainder of the day.

Further violations of this expectation will result in the device being stored in the office
and picked up by a parent or guardian. Continued concerns may necessitate further
discussions with families and the implementation of appropriate next steps in
accordance with the Code of Conduct.

If students choose to bring personal electronic devices to school, they do so at their own
risk. Students must be responsible for the care and safekeeping of their personal
internet-enabled devices. MCS is not liable for any devices that are lost, misplaced, or
forgotten during the school day, including those stored in lockers, classrooms, or other
designated areas. Students should clearly label their devices and keep them secured at
all times.

There may be situational exemptions to this policy regarding student needs. If a child’s
health, educational, or language needs require a supervised location to use a personal
electronic device, families and administration will collaborate to ensure these
requirements are met.

Communication During the School Day:

If a student needs to contact a parent/guardian, they may ask to use the school phone
at the reception desk.



Parents/guardians can drop off written notes at the main office of their child’s school.
These can be delivered to students in a timely manner. If a parent/guardian needs to
reach a student, they can call the school directly at 607-263-6100. Please reserve these
calls for emergencies or urgent matters.

We appreciate the cooperation of students and families in creating a learning
environment free of digital distractions. Together, we can ensure that every minute of
the school day is used for learning, growth, and connection.

For those interested in learning more about the impact of personal electronic devices on
developing brains, MCS is organizing a book study of "The Anxious Generation." If you
would like to take part, or for any questions about this policy, please contact Ms.
Maistros at jmaistros@morriscsd.org, or call the main office.
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